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City of Blue Ridge

480 West First Street e Blue Ridge, Georgia ¢ (706) 632-2091

City of Blue Ridge
Council Meeting Minutes
City Hall
480 West First Street
May 10, 2016 at 6:00 P.M.

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener

Council Members Angie Arp, Harold Herndon,
Rodney Kendall, Bruce Pack and Rhonda Thomas
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Call Meeting to Order:
Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to call the meeting to order. The motion was
seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance:
Council Member Bruce Pack offered a word of prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council Meeting Rules of Procedures:
Mayor Whitener stated that the Rules of Procedures were available at the Council desk and
explained some of the recent amendments.

Approval of Minutes:

a) Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to approve the March 24, 2016 Special
Called Council Meeting Minutes, which include executive session minutes. The motion was
seconded by Council Member Rodney Kendall. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

b) Council Member Angie Arp made a motion to approve the April 12, 2016 Council Meeting
Minutes, which include executive session minutes. The motion was seconded by Council
Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

Carter & Sloope Task Release 2 (Downtown Improvements, East Main Street) Update Approval:
After some discussion about electric polls, parking and easements, it was determined to call a
special called meeting in the future to discuss this topic as well as several more with the City
Attorney David Syfan and Engineer Matt Smith. Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion
to table the topic until the special called meeting. The motion was seconded by Council Member
Rhonda Thomas. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

Sidewalk Ordinance (Second Reading and Adoption):
Council Member Rhonda Thomas discussed the changes regarding designated areas and fees in
regards to the Sidewalk Ordinance. Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to adopt

Page 1 of 5




May 10, 2016 Blue Ridge City Council Minutes

City of Blue Ridge

7)

8)

9)
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the Sidewalk Ordinance (attached). The motion was seconded by Council Member Rodney
Kendall. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

Skid Steer Purchase-Tammy Decker:

Tammy Decker with Rural Development was unable to attend the meeting due to an
unexpected emergency. Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to table the topic until
the next meeting. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rodney Kendall. The Council
voted 5-0. Motion carried.

Commitment Letter for Sewer Service (Bobby Davis):

The Mayor and Council discussed the proposed letter to Bobby Davis (attached). Council
Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to approve the commitment letter. The motion was
seconded by Council Member Rodney Kendall. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

Fannin County & Cities Joint Comprehensive Plan:
Mayor Whitener briefly discussed that the Council should begin working on the Joint
Comprehensive Plan and send their additions/revisions to City Clerk Kelsey Ledford.

10) Robert’s Way Gates:

Mayor Whitener explained her concerns about the need for a gate at Robert’s Way. She
explained that she was in the process of obtaining quotes. The Council discussed the danger
associated with Robert’s Way. Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to table the
topic until Mayor Whitener received quotes. The motion was seconded by Council Member
Angie Arp. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

11) City Park:

Council Member Rodney Kendall asked about the playground equipment and explained that
many people are upset because the equipment has not been put back in the park. Mayor
Whitener stated that some of the equipment is not in good enough condition to be placed in the
park again. Mayor Whitener also discussed the different options for material to be placed under
the equipment. There was discussion between Mayor Whitener, Toby Minter and Carlie
Hammond about a location for the BBQ pit. The allotted time limit expired. Council Member
Rodney Kendall made a motion to allow additional time. The motion was seconded by Council
Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. Ms. Hommond and Mayor Whitener
proceeded to discuss the park plans. There was discussion about holding a special called
meeting on the following Friday, May 13, 2016. Ms. Hammond was asked to provide the Mayor
and Council with four possible locations for the BBQ pit by the special called meeting. There was
additional discussion between the Mayor and Council about adding a fence, mirroring
Savannah’s park, removing walls and that the park is important because of the children and the
playground.
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